
Hubbard’s Cupboard 
by John Hubbard 

john@portlandyouthphil.org

In the midst of a busy, important year for PYP, the Young 

String Ensemble is rolling right along as we learn and polish 

the Simple Symphony by Benjamin Britten. It is a charming 

four-movement string piece that is based around melodies 

and ideas that Britten wrote down in a notebook when he 

was a little boy. One movement is played completely in 

pizzicato, not a single bowed note! We are doing very well 

with this, but I can tell you; there could not be anything more 

horrible to listen to than 

40 string players not 

plucking together.  

We are also coping with a 

slow Sarabande movement 

that is written in 3/2 time, 

which is something our 

very young players don’t 

encounter very often. Every 

single week it is a joy for 

me to see these young, 

fearless musicians tackling 

and mastering so many new 

challenges such as these.

The Chamber Music 

ensembles have mostly all 

begun their new repertoire for the concert in April. It promises to 

be another very interesting program featuring string, woodwind, 

and percussion groups, as well as the premiere of a work written 

by PYP bassoonist Taylor Brizendine. The hall was close to full 

at our January concert, but I hope that even more of our fellow 

musicians and their families will find the time to come and hear our 

final one on Sunday, April 20th, 2pm at the Portland Art Museum. I 

would love to fill every seat in the hall.

 
 
 
 

Johnson’s Java
by Larry Johnson 

larry@portlandyouthphil.org

Greetings all! At this writing we have nearly finished a very busy 

and productive two month stretch in the life of this organization. 

In addition to trying to stay on task for our concerts, we 

have been visited by three of the four prospective conductor 

candidates for PYP. I would like to extend my heartiest 

congratulations and thanks to each and every one of you for 

your hard work and dedication during this time.

PYP | Very soon Mahler 

Symphony No. 5 will be yours 

for the taking. I’m very much 

looking forward to hearing 

you perform this work. Playing 

this level of repertoire is the 

standard by which you measure 

yourselves each season.

PYCO | My heartfelt thanks and 

congratulations to you for making 

it through all that we had on 

our plates this winter. The youth 

concerts were a big hit and the 

Dvorak Symphony No. 2 was very 

fine. It was a big piece for us and 

it will set the stage for the rest of 

our season. Thank you all! 

PYWE | Thank you all for your wonderful work. Your 

performance on the Cadenza Concert was really excellent. 

The ensemble—minus three or four more percussionists—is 

at the size I envisioned when we started two and a half years 

ago. So between now and our next formal concert we have the 

opportunity to dig into even finer details that will push us to new 

levels of artistic accomplishment. To all—keep your noses to the 

grindstone so that this season will be one that will go down as a 

truly memorable one for you.

Best Wishes! 

Larry
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Read & Heeds 
YSE Lobby Concert 
Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall 
Saturday, March 1, 2008
Enter: Stage Door on SW Salmon 

Call Time: 5:45 PM in room 316, warming up

Dress: Concert dress (Please arrive in concert dress. There will not be time  
	 to change.)

Cases: Upstairs dressing room 316, where you will have rehearsal

Time Line: 
	 5:45 pm	 Call time 
	 6:00-6:45 pm	 Dress Rehearsal  
	 7:00-7:20 pm	 Lobby concert  
	 7:20-7:30 pm	 Transition—Put instruments away in 316, 
		  meet parents outside stage door on  
		  SW Salmon. 
	 7:30 pm	 PYP concert begins 
	 9:30 pm	 PYP concert ends.  
		  Return to 316 to collect belongings.

Note: 	 Bring a music stand  
	 Parents and friends are not allowed past the stage door please  
	 make arrangements to meet parents outside. 

Tickets: Available for advance purchase, call the PYP office 503-223-5939.  
	 Parents can’t get into the lobby without a ticket to the PYP concert.  
	 If your parents are not attending the concert they may meet you  
	 outside the stage door when you are done. 

Transitions: In order to make transitions go smoothly please have your  
	 parents meet you outside the stage door just after the lobby  
	 concert to take you to your seat for the PYP concert. You may  
	 leave your things in room 316 until after the concert. You will need  
	 to get your things after the concert by yourself, orchestra Mums  
	 and Dads will be there to help you but your parents must wait for  
	 you outside the stage door on SW Salmon. 

Reception: In the main lobby of the Schnitz immediately following the PYP 	
	 Concert. All are welcome 

PYP Winter Concert 
Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall 
Saturday, March 1, 2008
Enter: Stage Door on SW Salmon 

Call Time: 3:45 PM on stage warming up

Dress: Concert dress – See Musician’s Handbook You can 		     
change into concert dress after the rehearsal.

Cases: Downstairs in the lounge, Celli and Basses backstage left.

Time Line: 
	 3:45 pm	 Call time 
	 4:00-6:00 pm	 Acoustic Rehearsal  
	 6:00 pm	 Rehearsal ends 
	              Dinner break  
	 7:00 pm	 Call Time 
	 7:30-9:30 pm	 Concert 

Concert Order: 
	 Handel 
	 Sarasate 
	 Intermission 
	 Mahler	

Note: The backstage is dark from 6-7 pm. No one is  
	 permitted on the stage during this time. Only  
	 PYP musicians and authorized PYP volunteers and  
	 staff are permitted past the stage door area. Family  
	 members and friends should meet you outside the  
	 stage door during breaks and after the concert.

Tickets: Available for advance purchase, call the PYP office  
	 503-223-5939. A limited number of comp tickets will  
	 be available at rehearsal.

Reception: In main lobby of the Schnitz immediately following  
	 the concert. All are welcome.

 
 
 
 

Candidate: Kenneth Raskin

Thursday, March 6 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.         
Meet the Candidate  
Parents Meeting 
All Parents Invited

Glencoe Elementary School 
Library

Sunday, March 9 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m.         
Conducting Audition with PYP, 

Location Change: 
Fort Vancouver High School 
5700 E. 18th St. 
(lot on west side)

Still to come:
One more candidate for you to meet . . .

What  
Happens 
Next?
Search Committee  
Deliberation: March 11

Public Announcement:  
Tentatively Scheduled for May 3 
(you’ll be the first to know more).




