Orchestra conquers Carnegie
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The oldest youth orchesira
in the nation now knows st
hand how to get to New York's
Carpegic Hall; practice, prac-
five, practice. The 93 member
Portlund Youth Philharmonic
Orchestra did just that amd
then sparkled in o June visit
1o one of the world's most ven-
erated music venuoes.

“Wa had some audience mem:
[3ers that were in lears afler the
first pieee,” says Music Divector
Mel-Ann Chen, “If was the New
York subscribers thol gave us o
standing ovation. They really ap-
preciated what we brought to
Mew York,"

Chen is appreciating what the
Carnegie Hall stop, part of an in-
tensive Easl Coast Lour, did for
the phillharmonic, which consists
of more than 200 young musi
cians betwaen the ages of 8 and
2

“There's nothing compared (o
a tour experience for an orches
fra,” Chen savs. “They not only
enjoyed Delng with one another,
they really built o great team.
They were ahle to achieve and
tmprove al a muech faster pace.
Some of thom actually surpassed

whtat they could do individually.
They lenrned how to work with
cach other,”

Each season presents Chen, in
her third year at the philhar
monie, with the unenvinhie tosk
of rebuilding an archestra that
lokes roughly hall its number to
graduation. Students rotate up
from the second orebestra, called
tha Portland Youlh Conservatory
Orehestra, and the smaller
Young String Ensemble, lkids
ages ® bo 13,

“The hard part of my job is try-
ing to ldok ohead ond trying to
build the orehestra.” Chen savs.

But the 31-year-old Talwan na-
tive savs the challenge is offset
sommewhat this season by the
power al the Carnegle Hall expe-
rience  over her remaining
chiarges.

“They realized they could im-
provi from zero to 10 none day,”
shi* savs, “They have so much
confidencs, belng able to play in
sich a prestigious hall”™

Uzing lesser-known  works,
Chen has a gonl this season to
put flesh on the bopes she as-
sembled 1ast vear by festing the
orchestra with a challenging
“hard-corg” repertolre such as
Igor  Straviosky's  “Firebird
Buite."

My part wis 1o see how much
1 eould push them. I winted to
see hiow far they could go,” she
says. “This year, | hive confi-
dence thal we're stretching ina
veery different way.”

The orchestra’s “Fall Concert;
Acdourney In Time,” on Nov, 13 at
the Arlene Schnltzer Coneert
Hall, features works of Clamde
Debussy  and  20th  century
French  composer  Francis
Ponlene as well ns a piece by
Russian Modest Mussorgsky
thitt was orchestrated by French-
man Maurice Ravel

“Any  French composer
think of perfume — they paint
with soumd," Chen says. “That 1=
an important lesson for our kids
The first program & full of color,”

Students Judy Park, 16, and
Jossica Shim, 15, will reprise
Poulene's Concerto for Two Pi
anod, which won them the phil
harmonic’ds Bi-Annual Piano
Coneerlo Competition in March,

"o siee two pianos facing each
otherun opposite sides, §i’s more
ol o chamber music approach,”
Chen eavs. “It's like symchro.
nized diving, The twi of them
have (o develop the exact feeling
for everything.”
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